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Claims 

[1] A method of providing a multimedia messaging service using a mobile com- 

munication network, comprising the steps of: 

a) storing a multimedia message transmitted from an originating mobile station; 

b) informing a receiving mobile station of arrival of the multimedia message; 

c) transmitting the stored multimedia message to the receiving mobile station if a 
download request is received from the receiving mobile station; and 

wherein the multimedia message stored at step a) includes a unique message 
identifier distinguished from file information of other multimedia messages 
stored to be retransmissible. 

[2] The multimedia messaging service providing method according to claim 1, 

wherein the unique message identifier for the multimedia message is allocated 
differently to paid and free contents in such a way that a unique message 
identifier for free contents includes information used to identify paid and free 
contents, content production time information and content producer information; 
and a unique message identifier for paid contents includes information used to 
identify paid and free contents, information on whether retransmission is 
possible, content provider information and price information. 

[3] The multimedia messaging service providing method according to claim 2, 

wherein the content production time information includes year, month, day, 
hour, minute and second information. 

[4] The multimedia messaging service providing method according to claim 2, 

wherein the content producer information includes at least a part of a phone 
number. 

[5] The multimedia messaging service providing method according to claim 2, 

wherein the content provider information includes a Content Provider Identifier 
(QD) and a Content Provider (CP) code. 

[6] The multimedia messaging service providing method according to claim 2, 

further comprising the steps of: 

d) determining whether a multimedia message whose retransmission is requested 
is retransmissible with reference to an identifier of the requested multimedia 
message, if retransmission of the multimedia message previously transmitted is 
requested; 

e) informing the originating mobile station having requested the retransmission 
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of billing information according to retransmission of the multimedia message, if 
the multimedia message is retransmissible; and 

f) transmitting the requested multimedia message to the receiving mobile station, 
if a confirmation response is received from the originating mobile station having 
requested the retransmission. 
171 A method of providing a multimedia messaging service using an external Video- 

on-Demand (VCD) server, comprising the steps of: 

a) allocating a user's unique identifier to a requested moving picture multimedia 
message and storing the moving picture multimedia message with the unique 
identifier, if a request for transmission of the moving picture multimedia 
message is received from an originating mobile station; 

b) informing a receiving mobile station of arrival of the moving picture 
multimedia message; 

c) allowing the receiving mobile station to access the external VCD server, if a 
download request for the stored multimedia message is received from the 
receiving mobile station; 

d) the external VCD server reading the moving picture multimedia message from 
a database with reference to unique identifier information of the requested 
multimedia message; 

e) the external VCD server transmitting the read moving picture multimedia 
message in a streaming manner; and 

f) the external VCD server informing a Multimedia Messaging Service (MMS) 
relay server of termination of the transmission using a message including the 
unique identifier of the multimedia message, if the transmission of the moving 
picture multimedia message has terminated. 

[8] The multimedia messaging service providing method according to claim 7, 

wherein the step b) is performed so that the MMS relay server generates a file for 
preview by capturing a preview image from moving pictures of the moving 
picture message and informs the receiving mobile station of the arrival of the 
moving picture message using a message including the preview file information. 

[9] The multimedia messaging service providing method according to claim 7, 

further comprising the step of the MMS relay server informing a billing center of 
billing information when billing according to the transmission of the moving 
picture message is required, if the MMS relay server has been informed of the 
termination of the streaming transmission of the moving picture message. 
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